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People of faith and conscience from
across North America have heard the
call from Colombia—it is time to come
together to pray and act for justice and
peace in Colombial

On April 18 hundreds of congrega-
tions throughout North America will
join with hundreds of congregations
and people of faith in Colombia to
pray for the peacemakers and justice
seekers in that war-torn land. On April
19 we will make our voices heard in an
international Day of Action for Peace
in Colombia.

Everyday more than four people are
killed and another 1,000 flee their
homes as a result of the armed conflict
in Colombia. Yet every day thousands
more put their lives on the line to heed
God’s call for peace by working for
justice and an end to war.

Violence

In this packet you will find many of
the resources you and your place of
worship need to participate in the

Days of Prayer and Action.

Contents

Background 2

Letter from Colom- 3
bian and U.S. Reli-

gious Leaders

Day of Prayer 5
- — - Resources
Colombian families find joy amidst war
Day of Action 12
We hope that through the Days of Resources
Prayer and Action you will help
bring much-needed attention to the |
hope and tragedy in Colombia. Why you should
Will you join us? care
If interested, please contact Ben * Approximately 1,500

people are killed annu-
ally in Colombia’s

For more information and re- armed conflict while
more than four million

Beachy: ben@witnessforpeace.org.

sources, please visit our website: have fled from their

homes.

www.witnessforpeace.org/peaceincolombia

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of those that make peace

® People of faith in Colombia
are on the front lines of
the struggle for peace
and justice in their coun-
try.

James 3:18

® The U.S. government has
provided over $6 billion
dollars to Colombia, the
vast majority in military
aid.
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Colombia, with a population of
42 million, is located in north-
western South America

Clergy and lay
church leaders
are especially at
risk in Colombia’s
conflict due to
their work for
peace and justice

amidst war.

A Protestant church member and
human rights defender killed by
gunmen in 2002.

Background

Colombia, located in northwestern South America, is home to a di-
verse population of indigenous, Afro-Colombians and many who
have mixed European, native and African ancestries. The country in-
cludes a diverse topography; from the snow-capped Andean peaks to
the Amazon rainforest and both Pacific and Caribbean coastlines.

Yet Colombia has been mired in armed contflict for over forty years
and in the last twenty years, an estimated 4 million people have been
internally displaced. The violence has particularly affected women, in-
digenous groups and Afro-Colombians. Those who work for peace,
including churches, risk their lives in the process.

Clergy and lay church leaders are especially at risk in the conflict.
While no reliable statistics exist, hundreds of churches have been
forcibly closed by the armed groups, while many church leaders are
threatened, kidnapped, or killed each year. Yet churches are in the
forefront of a grassroots movement for peace in Colombia, working
to provide sustainable development for the impoverished, providing
sanctuary for families driven from their homes due to violence and
calling for armed groups and the government to negotiate true peace.
They have called for churches in the U.S. and across the world to ac-
company them in this important work through prayer and action.

Standing in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in Colombia re-
quires that we recognize the role of our own government in the Co-
lombian conflict. Colombia is currently the fifth-largest recipient of
U.S. foreign aid. Since 2000, the United States has provided Colombia
over $6 billion dollars in assistance, three quarters of which is military
assistance. Ostensibly intended to help Colombia eradicate drugs and
address the armed conflict, the aid package has now expanded to in-
clude counter-terrorism initiatives as well. Church leaders in Colombia
argue that U.S. aid has not brought Colombia closer to peace nor has
it reduced the flow of drugs to the U.S. Furthermore, people of faith
believe a proposed US-Colombia free trade agreement will only fur-
ther impoverish Colombia’s poor majority.

Colombia can find peace, but people of faith must come together to
make it happen.
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Letter to U.S. Congress from U.S./Colombian Church Leaders

And the work of righteousness shall be peace;
and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.
Isaiah 32.17

Honorable Members of the United States Congress
Washington, D. C.

Dear Members of Congtess:

We, the undersigned, are U.S. and Colombian people of faith, convinced that God calls
us to be on the side of the weak, the victims and the poor. For this reason, as representa-
tives of numerous faith communities and churches, we come to you because we undet-
stand that soon you will consider two pieces of legislation that would have a significant
impact on Colombia—U.S. military and social assistance through Plan Colombia and the
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. We write in the hope that your decisions may
build the foundation for dignified life for all and promote the justice and peace that we so
desire.

For more than 50 years Colombia has suffered through armed conflict, violence, inequali-
ties and injustices. The civilian population is most affected by the armed conflict. More
than four million people have been displaced from their lands. This conflict kills more
than 3,000 people annually and tens of thousands of paramilitary and guerrilla victims
today call for truth, justice and reparations. Meanwhile, the United Nations indicates that
more than 45 percent of the Colombian population lives in poverty.

We have closely followed the congressional debates regarding human rights in Colombia
and the balance between U.S. military and social aid for Colombia. We applauded Con-
gress’ achievement last year when you cut $142 million in military aid and added $97 mil-
lion in social aid to the aid package. We know that this year President George Bush has
once again called on Congress to pass an aid package with approximately 75 percent in
military aid. We, who work with the victims of the conflict or accompany them from the
United States, hope that Congtess prioritizes work for peace and socio-economic assis-
tance rather than military aid.

At the same time, we know that Congress may soon consider the ratification of the Free
Trade Agreement negotiated between Colombia and the United States. Being faithful to
our principles, we must view any public policy from the point of view of the poor and
the victims. Therefore, in Colombia we must consider how the trade agreement would
affect what the United Nations estimates are the close to nine million Colombians living
in rural areas—the family farmer, the indigenous and the Afro-Colombians—80 percent
of whom live in poverty, according to USAID.

According to the United Nations, 21 percent of employed Colombians work in agricul-
ture, the vast majority in rural areas. Research on the impact of free trade agreements
between underdeveloped countries, such as Colombia, and countries with large econo-
mies, such as the United States, show that underdeveloped countries lose a significant
number of agricultural jobs. For example, independent studies indicate that in Mexico at
least 1.3 million family farmers have been displaced from their agricultural production
due to subsidized imports from the United States.

continued

A mother comforts her children

after their father was killed in a
massacre. Many Colombian
families have lost loved ones to
Colombia’s conflict.

“For more than
50 years
Colombia has
suffered through
armed conflict,
violence,
inequalities and

injustices.”
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While in Mexico many of these family farmers have attempted to survive by migrating
into the United States, in Colombia there would be a risk of increasing the number of
internally displaced persons, a population that is already the second largest in the world.
We are deeply concerned that the livelihood of the rural population—individuals who
have already suffered greatly from the consequences of the armed conflict—would be
further put at risk by this trade agreement. This population could then face decisions that
have historically reproduced violence and poverty in Colombia: migration to urban set-
tings, forced internal displacement, illicit crop production, recruitment by illegal armed
groups, among other ill-fated consequences.

We are also concerned that the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement would put Colom-
bians’ food security at risk, as the country would, in large part, be dependent on U.S. im-
ports for basic grains and other key foods for daily consumption. Furthermore, this trade
agreement does not have sufficient protection for workers nor the environment. Such
labor protections are particularly important in Colombia, the country with the highest
number of murdered trade unionists. And without necessary environmental protections
in the agreement, we would be jeopardizing Colombia’s environment, considered the sec-
ond most bio-diverse in the world.

For that reason, we ask you, honorable members of Congress, to take into account the
following requests before considering the proposed aid to Colombia or the ratification of
the free trade agreement.

e Further cut U.S. military aid and aerial fumigation, which does not bring us
closer to peace in Colombia, while significantly increasing aid for the poor,
the displaced, refugees and the victims of the armed conflict.

e Insist that the State Department strongly enforce the human rights conditions
in law, which is especially important as we are seeing a concerning increase in
killings of civilians as well as other human rights violations attributed to the
Colombian Armed Forces.

* Do not ratify a U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, which would increase
the already concerning poverty rate among rural Colombians, would put Co-
lombia’s food security at risk and lacks sufficient protections for workers and
Colombia’s bio-diverse environment.

Esteemed members of Congtress, we ask that you consider our concerns in order to find
the authentic paths for justice and peace for Colombia, the United States and the world.

This letter was signed by over four hundred church leaders—representing over 4.3 million Protes-
tant, Catholic and Evangelical churchgoers and 20,000 congregations in the United States and
Colombia. Signatories to the letter include the heads of the U.S. and Colombian Presbyterian
Churches, the United Church of Christ, the Colombian Methodist Church, the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association of Congregations, the U.S. and Colombian Mennonite Churches, the Co-
lombian Conference of Men and Women Religions, the Leadership Conference of Women Reli-
gious, the Conference of Major Superiors of Men and a Catholic Bishop. The signatories repre-
sent nearly twenty denominations, signed this letter.

“We ask that you
consider our
concerns in order
to find the
authentic paths
for justice and

peace for

Colombia.”

A Colombian mayor looks over
the ruins of his offices after a

rebel bombing.
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If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org

You can find
additional resources

online at

witnessforpeace.org/

peaceincolombia

Faith Community
Resources

Day of Prayer for
Colombia

April 18, 2010

In this section you will find resources to help you plan your day of prayer. In-
side you will find:

e Sample sermons
e Sample prayers
e Sample scripture

e A sample letter you can use to draft a letter to your pastor asking to have
your faith community to be involved in the Days of Prayer and Action.

e Sample bulletin insert (coming soon)

If you’d like your faith community to participate in the Day of Prayer for
Colombia, please contact Ben Beachy: ben@witnessforpeace.org
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“Colombiais a
beautiful
country with
much to offer.
Yet, Colombia’s
beauty is too
often contrasted

by its violence.”

If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org

Sample Sermons

These complete sermons and others can be found at

Www.witnessforpeace.org/ prayforcolombia

Sermon by Mennonite Pastor Chet Miller-Eshleman

www.witnessforpeace.org/mennonite

Colombia is a beautiful country with much to offer. From the majestic Andes Mountains
and exotic rain forests, perhaps the wettest on the earth, to its striking flora and fauna—
the beauty and diversity are captivating. Whether in small town or city, most people still
take time to enjoy one another, often passing time in the tranquil palm-treed plazas where
they laugh together as energetic children weave in and out among them chasing and play-
ing...Yet, while these things are a reality in Colombia, Colombia has a dark side as well.
Colombia’s beauty is too often contrasted by its violence. This violence is multi-layered,
manifesting itself in so many forms. Even as we work beside our Colombian brothers
and sisters for peace with justice, we witness violence and injustice as “el pan de cada
dia” (the daily bread) for so many...

The Courage that Faith Calls Forth, a sermon by Tom E Driver
(Presbyterian)

www.witnessforpeace.org/presbyterian

"... we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts." -- 1
Thessalonians 2:4b. In this text Paul writes as if God were a cardiologist -- be-
cause he says that God tests our hearts. But we get his meaning, and it presents us
with a question: If we are Christians, have our hearts been tested?...Colombia, in
South America, is a land that has become famous for its violence. There I met a
man named Jesus. A 40-year-old Presbyterian pastor, he has lived his entire life in
danger. I need to explain that...

A Sense of Belonging, a sermon by UCC Rev. Barbara Gerlach

WWW .witnessforpeace.org ucc

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."...As many of
you know, I went to Colombia three weeks ago for a "Summit of Evangelical
Chutches for Peace in Colombia." I returned with a meditation by Peter Stucky
still echoing in my ears. Peter talked about how important it was for them who
felt so small, so powerless, so beaten down by the violence around them to listen
for God's dream, God's vision for their lives.
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Sample Prayers

These prayers and others can be found at witnessforpeace.org/prayforcolombia

Prayer for Peace and Justice in Colombia
Source: Education for Justice, a Catholic social justice organization

(The Response is: Spirit, bring peace and justice.)

For a country which has been ravaged by war, death and violence for many decades . . .. Spirit. . .
For poor farmers and their families who produce both legal and illegal crops, trying to sutvive . .
Spirit . ..

For the Colombian government, that it may seek just solutions, respectful of the dignity of the poor
and vulnerable. . . Spriz. . .

For the U.S. government, that its policies would focus on social and economic renewal, instead of
military-focused solutions. . . Spzrit . . .

For ourselves and all citizens of the world, that we might advocate fair and sustainable solutions . .
Spirit, bring peace and justice.

Prayer for Colombia
Source: Lutheran World Relief

"We pray for the peacemakers in Colombia, the churches, and all people who in countless ways
seek to right the wrongs, heal the wounded and sick, speak the truth, and protect the vulnerable.
We give thanks for those who are empowered by their faith to be peacemakers. We ask that you
would protect them from all harm and danger. God, give us strength as we seek to be voices for
peace in Colombia, strengthen our efforts to bring forth the words of truth, compassion and peace
that we receive from our Colombian brothers and sisters. Bring us all to do justice, to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly in your ways, through Christ our Lord. Amen."

Prayer for the San José de Apartad6é Peace Community
Source: Fellowship of Reconciliation

GOD OF LOVE, as we emerge from Holy Week rejuvenated spiritually, may we seek out the wis-
dom and courage demonstrated by certain groups and individuals that evoke from us that Spirit of
Goodness that allows us to act with love and compassion.

MAY WE TURN our attention in particular to the Peace Community of San José de Apartadé and
its members, for they are living witnesses to the radical commitments of truth, peace, and justice.
SINCE COMING TOGETHER in 1997, the Peace Community has suffered tremendous atroci-
ties due to severe repression carried out by the armed groups in Colombia. This group of united
campesinos tragically has become a persecuted and crucified people that share in the burden of
carrying a heavy cross.

EVEN THOUGH FEAR, violence, and suffering are a part of their daily reality, the members of
the peace community display great resilience, fortitude and perseverance. Their anguish and desola-
tion has transcended into hope, joy, and togetherness.

MAY THEIR INVINCIBLE SPIRIT permeate out beings, so that we join together in their strug-
gle for human liberation. As we observe their miraculous effort to resurrect so much life and hope,
may we come to know our own capacity to love our fellow brothers and sisters.

WE OFFER this prayer in your name. AMEN

You can find
additional resources

online at

witnessforpeace.org/

peaceincolombia

If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org
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Sample Scripture

Old/First Testament Readings

Come children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Who among you loves
life, takes delight in prosperous days? Keep your tongue from evil, your lips from speaking
lies. Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. The Lord has eyes for the just
and ears for their cry. When the just cry out, the lord hears and rescues them from all dis-
tress. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted, saves those whose spirit is crushed. Many are
the troubles of the just, but the Lord delivers from them all. The Lord redeems loyal set-
vants, no one is condemned whose refuge is God. -Psalm 34:12-16, 18-20, 23

Many people shall come and say “Come let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of
the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths.” For
from Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall
judge between nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; One nation shall not raise the sword
against another, nor shall they train for war again. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in
the light of the Lord! -Isaiah 2:3-5

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer, you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here 1
am! If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious speech; if
you bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall rise for you in
the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday; The Lord will guide you
always and give you plenty even on the parched land. He will renew your strength, and you
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring who water never fails. The ancient ruins shall be
rebuilt for your sake, and the foundations from ages past you shall raise up; “Repairer of
the breach,” they shall call you, “Restorer of ruined homesteads.” -Isaiah 58:9-12

New/Second Testament Readings

And raising his eyes to his disciples, Jesus said: Blessed are you who are poor, for the king-
dom of God is yours. Blessed are you who are now hungty, for you will be satistied.
Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate
you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil on account of
the Son of Man. Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in
heaven. -Luke 6:20-23a

Let love be sincere. Hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with mu-
tual affection; anticipate one another in showing honor. Do no grow slack in zeal, be fer-
vent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, preserve in prayer. Con-
tribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned for what is
noble in the sight of all. If possible, on your part, live at peace with all.

-Romans 12:9-14, 15, 17-18

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says
to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2: 14-17

You can find
additional resources
online at

witnessforpeace.org/

peaceincolombia

If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org
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Sample Letter to Your Religious Leader

It is important for you to stay in touch with the leader of your Faith Community, and to ask her or
him to get your congregation involved. Here is a sample letter asking your Pastor/Priest to set aside
April 18th for the Day of Prayer for Colombia.

Dear Reverend/Pastor Swith:

For the past several years, people of faith from all over the Americas have been coming to-
gether in prayer and solidarity with the people of Colombia. The Days of Prayer and Action
for Colombia are an opportunity for the people of God to pray for an end to the violence and
suffering in Colombia, and to act in order to end unjust US policies toward Colombia. These
days will provide our faith community a unique opportunity to proclaim God’s justice
throughout our world.

We ask you to set aside Sunday, April 18th as a special day of worship, a unique day of prayer
for the people of Colombia, and for the conversion of our national leadership. In doing so,
our local community will be standing together with hundreds of other congregations in the
United States, Colombia, and all over the wortld; crying out to God for justice and peace for
our sisters and brothers living in and suffering in Colombia.

We have access to liturgies, prayers and sample sermons that may be helpful in preparing this
special service. We would be happy to work with you and others to develop a setvice suitable
to our congregation for this special opportunity.

We propose that we work together with these congregations in prayer and faithful action to
bring an end to violence and injustice in that is ravaging our neighbors in Colombia. Your sup-
port, as always, is greatly appreciated. And, as always, we will pray for you in your ministry.

Faithtfully Yours,
(Your Name Here)

Pray for Peace

Act for Peace

If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org
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If you'd like to see
your faith commu-
nity participate,
please contact
Ben Beachy:
ben@witnessfor
peace.org

You can find
additional
resources online at

witnessforpeace.org/

peaceincolombia

Community Action
Resources

Action for Peace in
Colombia

March-April 2010

Stand with millions of Colombians calling for peace:

e Host a “Face the Displaced” party in March. Throughout the month,
church, student, and community groups will be gathering to print and as-
semble thousands of faces of those currently displaced in Colombia.
Through their portraits and accompanying statements, featured Colombi-
ans will tell participants the oft-tragic and oft-inspiring stories of their
struggles to cope with displacement. Please ask your church’s social jus-
tice committee or Sunday school classes to consider doing a “Face the
Displaced” party in March. We will provide you with a packet of faces,
stories, instructions, factsheets, and other helpful materials.

e Display the displaced in a public demonstration in April. Thousands
of faces of Colombia’s displaced, upon being assembled in “Face the Dis-
placed” parties, will be displayed in moving public demonstrations across
the country in April. Please ask your congregation, student group, or
community organization to consider setting up a public display. We will
provide faces assembled in your area, in addition to tips on pulling off an
effective display/demonstration.

e Send your faces of the displaced to Washington. After April, the faces
of the displaced will be sent to Washington, D.C. for one final, massive
display. Following the display, they will be presented in person to repre-
sentatives of the Obama Administration along with our call to change U.S.
policies toward Colombia.

If interested in hosting a “Face the Displaced” party or public demonstration,
please contact Ben Beachy at ben@witnessforpeace.org for materials.
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Our Message on the President’s Desk

On April 19, flood Obama’s office with
messages calling for a new policy toward

Join tens of thousands of people across the United States in sending a message to President
Obama, asking him to leave behind the tired military policies of the past and to forge a new
relationship with Colombia, one that builds avenues towards peace and economic opportunities
for the poor.

Go to www.witnessforpeace.org/peaceincolombia to send your customized message
today. Set up a computer at your church so that other members can send this impoz-
tant message to President Obama in just 30 seconds.

Our Message to the President

(yours can be customized at www.witnessforpeace.org/peaceincolombia):

Dear President Obama,

With four million internally displaced people, Colombia is home to the Western
Hemisphere’s greatest displacement crisis, and ongoing conflict has forced half a mil-
lion people to flee to neighboring countries. Colombians are calling for peace. To sup-

portt their call, I urge you to act boldly to change U.S. policy in Colombia, beginning
by:

e Ending all military aid to Colombia and annulling the agreement that established a
U.S. military presence on at least seven Colombian military bases

e Using U.S. influence to promote a negotiated end to the conflict

e Prioritizing social and humanitarian funding for internally displaced persons and
refugees, and supporting victims’ efforts to find truth and obtain justice and repa-
rations

e Forging economic relationships that protect and create opportunities for small
farmers, the rural poor, and endangered workers, rather than passing a free trade
agreement capable of pushing Colombia’s poor further into poverty

e Ending fumigation and forced eradication programs that have pushed thousands
of farmers from their lands without reducing coca production

Sincerely,
(Your name)

Make your voice
heard. Tell
President
Obama that we
should prioritize
aid to the
displaced, not
the military.
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Peace in Colombia is Possible Make Peace Possible!
., , By turning our hearts and minds towards Colombia, we
Every day, Colombia’s war kills four can effectively make a change to mend communities and

civilians and displaces over 1,000. families that have been broken by violence.
Over four million Colombians have _ o
The United States has sent over $6 billion to

been internally .dlsplaced Colombia, the majority of which is military aid. We can
the Second_ lar_geSt displaced popula- take steps to stop the violence by asking the United States
tion in the world. government to re-allocate these funds towards
humanitarian aid.
Tens of thousands of concerned citi-

zens in North America and Colombia Here are ways to help encourage peace in Colombia:

will come together from April 16 to 1. Organize a “Face the Displaced” event in March to
April 19 to pray for peace and to stand raise awareness about Colombia’s crisis and tell the

in solidarity with those in Colombia poignant stories of four million displaced people. Par-
who have endured endless Suffering as ticipants will assemble faces of displaced Colombians to

be later displayed and delivered to Washington. We

victims of Colombia’s brutal conflict.
will provide the faces and other helpful materials.

Thousands of faces of Colombia’s displaced, upon being
assembled in “Face the Displaced” events, will be dis-
played in moving public demonstrations across the
country in April. Your student group, congregation, or
community organization can help by setting up a pub-
lic display in your community. We will provide support
you need to pull off an effective display/demonstration.

. Ask your faith leader to set aside Sunday, April 18 to
pray for the peace in Colombia during your time of
worship. We will provide sample prayers and sermons.

Organizing materials are available online at www.witnessforpeace.org/peaceincolombia.
If interested in participating in the Days of Prayer and Action, please contact:

202-547-6112 « ben@witnessforpeace.org * 3628 12th St. NE, Washington, D.C. 20017
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HOW TO CONTINUE WORKING FOR PEACE
AND JUSTICE IN COLOMBIA

The Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia are not limited to a weekend in April. They are not
intended to be a one-time attempt at peace in Colombia. They are meant to spur the sort of ongoing
collective action that is necessary to meaningfully change US policies towards Colombia. The good
news is that you don’t have to do it alone. Here are a few suggestions of how to get involved with
other groups and coalitions striving diligently to transform the situation in Colombia by transforming
US policy. To be effective, they need you and your congregation and community to add to their col-
lective voice.

To Stay Involved Beyond April

® Witness for Peace (www.witnessforpeace.org): To receive regular updates and alerts
from an on-the-ground perspective on all of the above issues, join the WEFP email list at
www.witnessforpeace.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Cut Military Assistance to Colombia

® Latin America Working Group (www.lawg.org): Sign up to receive alerts at key mo-

ments to pressure Congress to shift U.S. aid away from military assistance.

e US Office on Colombia (www.usofficeoncolombia.com): Read clear summaries and arti-
cles on Colombia issues.

End Forced Eradication of Drugs in Colombia

e Washington Office on Latin America (www.wola.org): Information about fumigations,
forced manual eradication, military funding, and military abuses.

Reject the Free Trade Agreement with Colombia

e (itizens Trade Campaign (www.citizenstrade.org/cfta.php): Get the most recent fact
sheets, articles, and other resources on the trade agreement. Contact an organizer to join
local actions.

®  American Friends Service Committee (www.tradeandwar.org): View educational slide
shows on the link between the trade agreement and the war; get resources to spread the
word.

Protect Human Rights

® Amnesty International (www.amnesty.org): Documentation of human rights abuses and
how to take action.

¢ Human Rights Watch (www.hrw.org): Updates on human rights throughout the Ameri-
cas and the world.

® DPeace Brigades International (www.pbi-colombia.org): Receive updates and read articles
on the status of human rights in Colombia, written by on the ground accompaniers.




